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ABSTBACT 

This study encospassed the following areas: (a) need 
for adult education, (b) knowledge concerning adult education » (e) 
■otives for wishing to participate in adult education, (d) obstacles 
to participating in adult education, (e) plans for participation in 
adult education, and (f) experience of adult education The pilot 
survey, carried out in 1972, consisted of interviews co^^ucted by 22 
interviewers fros the interview Unit of the Central Bureau of 
Statistics. Parallel to the pilot survey, alternative data were 
collected through a cosbined questionnaire and interview survey. The 
■ain survey, carried out in late 1973 and early 1974, consisted of 
interviews perforied in six Swedish cities. Hany of the specifics of 
the above surveys are included in Bergsten, Brossjo, and Bubenson 
(197(1). Sose of the results were as follows: (a) half of the persons 
interviewed had soie previous adult education within the past 5 
years; (b) educational interests were closely bound up with the 
vocational role; (c) half the persons related desires to learn sore 
about their hobbies or interests; (d) the younger interviewees were 
■ore interested in education connected with the parental role; and 
(e) sany were interested in the rights and obligations of the 
citizen. Additionally, this study nentions a substudy, dealing vith 
the participation and interest in adult education asong undereducated 
young ten, due to be issued early in 1975. (JCB) 
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In 1968 the National Board of Education and the Stockholm 
School of Education embarked on a project entitled "Adult 
education - opportunities and participation** • 

This project Is made up of three sub-projects t 

1) Adult education In Sweden « a structural survey 

2) Study participation In three enylronments - an analysis 
of recruitment conditions In adult education 

3} Drop-out In five forms of adult education* 

The first of these sub-projects has been conoludedf vido 
Report no* 34 from the Department of Educational and 
Psychological Research of the Stockholm School of Education! 
April 1971. 



Sub-projeot 2, now entitled "Adult education: A study of 
^ needs and obstacles"! commenced on 1«1« 1972* The present 

bulletin describes the background and disposition of this 
project together with some of the general results obtained 
from the preparatory computer runs* 
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Baokggotmd and purpose of the pro.leot 

People with short oompulnory education are not takln£f 
part in adult education to the extent which one would 
like to see bearing in mind the rapidity of social change 
and the demands which this makes upon the individual* This 
state of affairs is all the more regrettable in view of 
the added importance which adult education can for various 
reasons be expected to acquire* Consideration oust there- 
fore be given while there is still time to possible means 
of counteracting the tensions within and between different 
generations to which this may lead* Clearly it is not, 
enough merely to arrange and offer education in the tradi- 
tional manner* The target groups do not respond to the 
desired extent* A different approach to the problem is 
therefore needed* Efforts must be made to arrive at a 
clear view of the ove^^all conditions of life of the cat- 
egory concemedf together with the various roles in which 
they enact and the way in which they are interpreted* Only 
when this has been done will it be possible to say with 
any degree of certainty how the educational society is 
viewed and what changes may have to be effected* Conse- 
quently the motive aspect has an Important part to play 
in the plotting process which now appears to be more and 
more urgently neededo 



A review of previous research shows that there are many 
possible motives for studying during adulthood* Often 
. these motives are closely bound up with educational back- 
ground and the different roles played by the adult » the 
family rolef the vocational rolef the leisure role etc* 
Attitudes to different kinds of studies also change with 
increasing age« But although there may be a need for stud- 
ies f that need may be stifled at source f partly by the 
external environment and partly due to psychological 
factors* Sometimes f presumably! there may be a lack of 
insight oonoeming the implications of studies and the 
opportunities existing in society today* Agalnf the req- 
,^„.uisite education may not be available* 
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This survey sets owt| ox; the 'oasis of We total conditions 
of life and ppovioue experience of the individual, with 
short compulsory education to study the follewingi 

need of adult eduoation 

knowledge oonoeming adult eduoation 

motives for vrishing: to participate in adult education 

ohstacles to participation in adult education 

plans for participation in adult eduoation 

experience of adult eduoation 

In this connection it is Important to take into account 
the individual's position in the life cycle* 

If the prohlems defined above can he solved in such a way 
as to supply knowledge oonoemlng the relation of study 
needs and obstacles to different roles and previous expe- 
rience of the individual, it should then be possible to 
disseminate information and take other action in order 
for the intentions underlying communal oonmltment to adult 
education to have the effects intended* 

Pilot survey and construction of instrumonta 

The instrument construction process has been described in 
Bergsten, Bromsjo, Rubenson (1972)* 

The pilot survey v/as carried out during the autumn of 1972 
in three different municipalities in the County of Vast- 
manland, viz VHsterlis, Hallstahanmar and Sala (excluding 
the Parish of Sala itself)^ 

Data were collected from the survey group by means of 
visiting interviews conducted by 22 Interviewers from the 
Interview Unit of the Central Bureau of Statistics* The 
interviewers attended a special course of preparatory 
training* The experience derived from the pilot survey 
has been described in Bergsten, Bromsjb, Rubenson (1973 b)* 
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Parallel to the pxooessing of the pilot survey (from the autunn 
term 1972)« an alternative data oolleotlon procedure was tried out* 
This procedure was a combined questionnaire and interview turvey* 
Those not replying to the questionnaire were followed up 
in personal interviews* The results of this experiment 
showed that the purposes of the project cannot be attained 
solely by means of the combined method* The replies to the 
questionnaire were not complete enoughf and owing to the 
large drop-out rate on the open questions t no detailed 
insight was obtainable. In view of the experience thus 
gained through this studyt it was decided to collect data 
for the main survey of the SOS-WX project by means of 
personal interviews* A more detailed account of the method 
study is contained in Report no* 86t June 1973t 
'*The method of data collection - some viewpoints in the 
lij^t of a method study*" 

Main survey 

•Data for the main survey were collected during the period 
October 1973 - February 1974. The interviews were conducted 
by the Interview Unit of the Central Bureau of Statistics 
in the following places t 

Stockholm 

Helsingborg 

Karlskoga 

dmskSldsvik 

SavsjS 

J&rbo, Arsundat CsterfSmebo* 

The survey ^roup comprised approximately If 100 with short 
compulsory education in the six places mentioned above | 
aged 28-32, 42-46, and 56-60, Ninety per cent of those 
contacted took part in the interview, which lasted for 
approximately one hour. An account of the collection of 
data Is given in Bergs ten, Bromsjo, Rubenson (1974). The 
sane report also contains a description of the places 
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s=>leoteu ill -orrjii of rtopulation, o^ononlo struohnro, o;r.- 
nlovniert sitnation and adult education oy.portimitior!# 

Hcanlts 

?he following account deals with some of the general re- 
sults obtained from the preparatory computer runs* 

Half the persona interviewed had taken part in some form 
of adxilt education durinc the past five years* Twonty-five 
per cent of the survey group had attended courses run by 
voluntary adult education organizations* 3y way of compar- 
ison, roughly 4 per cent had had previous experience of 
Taunicipal adult education* As regards more specifically 
vocational education, 14 per cent had attended courses 
arranged by their employers and 3 P©r cent had undergone 
labour market training. 

The results indicate that educational interests are closely 
bound up 7/ith the vocational roler Almost half the inter- 
viewees wanted to learn more about some topic connected 
with their work* The principal motive for participation is 
that of wanting to be able to cope with one's job* It was 
less common for people to want to participate in adult 
education with a view to obtaining better pay or changing 
jobsu 

The recreational importance attached to education ic re- 
flected by the fact that half the persons interviewed 
stated that they would like to learn more about their 
hobbies or interests ^ 

The. younger interviewees were naturally more interested 
than the oldfr one^; in education connected wiLh the paren- 
tal role. Half of them stated that bhey would like to loam 
more about parenthood* The preferences indicated concernini* 
the content of cournes were vry muoh concerned v/lth person- 
al relations, cor.flictn between the r;enfrationt5 and the now 
sohool «yste.*n* 
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Caiite a sizeable group - 57 pea? cent - stated that they 
would like to learn more about the rights and obligations 
of the citifsen* Of thesst two-thirds wanted to attend a 
oourse while the remainder preferred the idea of indepen- 
dent study* Interest in independent studies is more wide* 
spread than has transpired in connection with adult educa- 
tion generally: for instancet less than one-fifth of those 
desiring training for a hobby activity wanted to pursue 
this training on their own* 

The survey included a number of questions as to the way 
in which teaching should be arrangedf its content and 
scope and the working methods practised* Here we may men- 
tion that 64 per cent of those who were interested in ed- 
ucation for the sake of their current occupations were 
prepared to participate if education took place during 
working hours anO with full pay* The corresponding figures 
for "during leisure and working hours** (assuming the pay- 
ment of fall wages) and **durlng leisure hours only** were 
.48 and 40 per cent respectively* One-third of interviewees 
stated that training should be arranged by employers* The 
corresponding figures for vocational school, municipal 
adult education and voluntary adult education organizations 
were 13, 16 and 14 per cent respectively* 

Those who were interested in starting a oourse of studies 
were asked what working me!;hod they would prefer* This 
question revealed emphatic preferences for both teacher-led 
class instruction and study circle activities* On the other 
hand only a small number of persons could imagine themselves 
studying in a group without a teacher or studying privately 
with the opportunity of consulting a teacher* 

One very important question is whether the potential inter- 
est in adult education recorded here will result in actual 
participation* A forecast on this point requires not only 
a knowledge of interests but also a measurement of prepared- 
ness for action* In order to arrive at a rough estimate of 
.this quality, the interviewees were asked among other things 
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when they intended to begin their studies. Sixty per cont 
replied "later than next terra" or "don't know". Thia 
suggests that actual participation will he far lov;pr than 
the potential interest recorded^ a conclusion which is 
supported by the results of a long^-term study forming part 
of the project* 

In this connection great attention must be devoted to 
matters concerning social measures and information* ITearly 
half the interviewees could imagine themselves alternating 
between employment and studies if they could be paid while 
studying* Of these no less than $6 per cent felt that stu- 
dent pay should correspond to between 16 and 100 per cent 
of their regular wages* It is also worth noting that 13 per 
cent regarded opportunities of studying during paid working 
hours as being the main issue oh which future collective 
bargaining should concentrate* A further 19 per cent put 
this matter second or third in order of importance* 

Nearly 80 per cent of those asked replied that they had 
received some form of information during the auttimn con- 
cerning adiat education* Nearly all of them stated that 
this information had taken the form of brochures* It is 
interesting to note that the pilot study showed that less 
than half the people receiving brochures had actually read 
them* 

The answers to the questions concerning information on 
adult education show that a relatively large proportion of 
the interviewees find this information inadequate, parti- 
cularly on the subject of the flLanoial assistance availa- 
ble to students* 

Reporting 

The SOS-VUX project will be reported in tv/o phases, btartin 
in the autumn of 1974« The first phase will involve an 
account of general results* In the second phase, arvun^vvc 
of adult education and other interested parties .vill 
£;iven bhe opportunity of expressing requirement a, VaoeO ot- 
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the general results, oonoer;tln^ the analysis of findings* 
Various reference groups will be set up to this end* A 
report oonoeming attitudes to labour market training is 
expected in December 1974* 

The final report on the project will appear not later than 
June 

Sub-study 



The project also includes a longitudinal study of interest 
and pairticipation in adult education among under-educated 
young men* This is a continuation of the survey which was 
conducted at the Institute of Education of the ITniversity 
of Gothenl'iirg, aimed among other things at surveying any 
study interest that mi£^t exist among under-educated boys 
bom in 1948 (Rubenson 1972)* 

The present survey should be seen against the background 
of the inadequate information available concerning the 
interest taken by under-educated young persons in adult 
education and the impediments to their participation* 

More specif ically» the purpose of this logitudinal study ist 

- to investigate whether adult study plans have been realized 

- to study the r<9lationship of different background factors 
to participation in different forms of adult education 

- to survey motives for participation in adult education 

- to survey recruitment channels 

- to survey impediments to participation in adult education 

- to investigate ^/^hethcr any change has occurred in study 
interests* 

A report on the survey will be issued early in 1975* 
Reports from the nro.ieot t 

Bliasson, 7 and HUglund, B (1971 )• Adult education in 
-Sweden* A structural survey* Report no* 54 from the Depart- 
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ment of Mducational and rsychologjioal Research, the Jtock- 
holn School of Eduoationa (Swedish only) 



Bergsten, U, Bromsjb, B and Rubenson, K (1972). Study 
requirements and impediments to study in adult education* 
Backsround and disposition of the survey* Report no* 79 
from the Department of Educational and Psychological Research, 
Stockholm School of Education* (Swedish only) 

Bergsten, U*, BromsjS, B & Rubenson, K* (1973)* Study re- 
quirements and impediments to study II* Method of data 
collection - viewpoints based on a method study* Report no* 
86 from the Department of Educational and Psychological 
Research, Stockholm School of Education, 30 pp* (Swedish 
only) 

Bergsten, IT*, BromsjS, B* & Rubenson, K* (1973)« The SOS-VUX 
Project* Background and Design* Research Bulletin from the 
Department of Educational and Psychological Research, 
Stockholm School of Education, no* 17* 63 pp* 

Bergsten, U*, BromsjS, B* & Rubenson, K* (1973)« How are 
study requirements and impediments to study among related 
to roles and experience? Folkbildningearbetet . no* 4t pp 
17-20* (Swedish only) 



Bergsten, U*, Bromsjo, 3* & Rubenson, K* (1973* b)* Study 
requirements and impediments to study in adult eduoacion III* 
The pilot study - An evaluation* Report no* 93 ^vom the 
Department of Educational and Psychological Research, Stock- 
holm School of Education, 36 pp* (Swedish only)* 

Bergsten, IT*, Bromsjo, B* & Rubenson, K* (1974)* Study 
requirements and impediments to study IT* Disposition - 
implementation-representativeness* Report no* 110 from the 
Department of Educational and Psychological Research, Stock- 
holm School of Education, 44 PP* (Swedish only) 
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